Dear Parents/Carers
RE: Planning for increased face-to-face contact with Year 12 students from 1
June 2020
Thank you for your patience while we waited for further information from the
government on the gradual re-opening of schools. In the last week, the Department
for Education has published updated guidance for schools, and further guidance for
secondary schools is expected later this week. I am sure you will be aware from the
local and national press that, based on current scientific advice, the government now
believes it is safe for some primary pupils to begin the process of returning to school,
and for secondary schools to begin to plan for increased face-to-face contact with
Year 10 and Year 12 students.
As you know, Ashington Academy is part of the North East Learning Trust, and as a
Trust we have given considerable thought as to how we plan for increased face-toface contact for these year groups, taking into consideration advice and guidance
received from the Department for Education. In all of our planning, the health and
safety of students and staff remains paramount.
We are keen to welcome students and staff back to school (where there are no
shielding requirements). However, it is clear from the government guidance that
older students will not be returning full time or following their normal timetable for
some time. Our school will look very different. Safety and protective measures will
significantly change our school operations, in order to reduce the risk for children
and staff. There is a currently a huge amount of work taking place behind the scenes
to put protective measures in place and to help minimise the risk to both students
and staff.
The government guidance directs us to plan for some increased face-to-face contact
with Year 12 students to supplement their remote education. At the present time, we
envisage that this would take place virtually, with staff using appropriate technology
e.g. Microsoft Teams, to have conversations with students about their progress. As
the term progresses, it is our ambition that we would be able to offer Year 12 some
face-to-face sessions in school with their subject teachers; however we will only be
able to consider this when the guidance says it is safe to do so.
Online work will continue to be set by teachers following the current model, and all
students will be expected to complete this work and send their completed work to
teachers so that feedback can be provided.
Does my child have to attend if a face-to-face session is offered in school?

The Government guidance does state that "children and young people in eligible
year groups are strongly encouraged to attend (where there are no shielding
concerns for the child or their household), so that they can gain the educational and
wellbeing benefits of attending". However, the government has also said it will be up
to parents whether they send their child or not. We appreciate that this is a
significant decision for parents to make.
Finally…
The past few weeks have been unprecedented and difficult in different ways for
everyone. I would like to thank you for persevering during this time and supporting
the school. I am sure that as we move through the crisis towards a resolution, we will
continue working closely together to do the very best for the children and staff of our
school community. Thank you for your support, understanding and patience during
these difficult times and the wonderful messages of support you send us each day,
they truly are appreciated by us all.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Yvonne Weston
Head of School

