26 August 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Confirmation of arrangements for the start of the Autumn Term
I hope that you and your families are safe and well and that you have enjoyed a restful
summer.
Following my previous letter (13 July), in which I outlined our provisional arrangements for
return to school in September 2020, I am writing to you to remind you of those arrangements
and provide further information for the start of the Autumn Term.
Key dates:
Tuesday 1 September: INSET day for staff
Wednesday 2 September: Year 7 and Year 12
Thursday 3 September: all other year groups return to school.
In line with the updated Government guidance, we have a number of measures in place to
keep students safe in school. First and foremost, we will be focusing on ensuring enhanced
levels of cleaning, handwashing and respiratory hygiene as these are the most effective
controls in reducing the spread of Covid-19. We also have some additional measures in
place to ensure groups of students are kept separate and that mixing between them is kept
to a minimum. These are outlined below; a full and updated guide for parents and students
is available on our website (https://tinyurl.com/yy2omghu) and I would strongly encourage
you to read this with your child before the start of term.
Start and finish times
The government recommends that schools have staggered start and finish times, to reduce
the number of students at key ‘pinch points’ at any one time. Please look carefully at the
table below which summarises the start and finish times for each year group.
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Sixth Form

Start time
8:40
8:40
8:50
9:00
8:50
8:40

Finish time
2:50
2:50
3:00
3:05
3:00
3:00

Entrance / Exit
Main front entrance
Back Gate
Back Gate
Back Gate
Main Front Entrance
Sixth Form Entrance

Students should arrive on site promptly (but no more than 5 minutes before) their start time
each morning. Parents dropping children off by car should remain in their vehicles. Year 8,
9 and 10 should enter the site via the back gate on Park Road. Duty staff will be on hand to
direct students to the correct entrance. On arrival, students will be directed straight to their
registration classroom.

On Mondays to Thursdays, students will be registered by their period 1 teachers rather than
their form tutors. This will help reduce the movement of staff around the building and ensure
a smooth start to the day for all groups. On Fridays, all students will have an extended
registration period with their form tutor.
Organisation of groups
To reduce the risk of contact and transmission between different groups, we have organised
students into groups (‘bubbles’) which will be kept separate throughout the school day. The
aim is to reduce movement around school as much as possible, whilst delivering the full
curriculum.
Each year group will be based in a different ‘zone’ of the school and will have all their
lessons in that zone. For full details of bubbles and zones, please see the ‘Returning to
School’ guide on our website.
Year 7 and 8 will be taught in class bubbles, remaining in their class bubble and the same
classroom for all lessons.
Years 9-11 will be taught in year group bubbles, with students moving to different
classrooms within their zone for lessons.
NE6 (Sixth Form) will be taught as one bubble across two sites, with students travelling to
receive specialist teaching in both Ashington Academy and Bedlington Academy. Students
travelling between sites on the school minibus will be expected to wear face coverings, in
line with government guidance on school transport.
For all year groups, specialist teachers will move between bubbles.
Break and lunch arrangements
Each year group will have their own dining zone and yard area. At breaktime, students will
be outside in their yard area, with the exception of Year 10, Year 11 and NE6 who will have
designated social spaces inside the building to use. There will be no food service at break
time, so please ensure students have a drink and a snack with them for morning break.
At lunchtime, students will eat in their designated lunch area and also have some time
outside (weather permitting). At the start of term, lunches will be packed lunch only.
Students can either bring their own packed lunch, or pre-order a school packed lunch during
morning registration. The school packed lunch offer will include a sandwich option plus a hot
option each day. Students who are eligible for Free School Meals will receive a school
packed lunch free of charge; other students will have the cost of the packed lunch (£2.35)
deducted from their meal account.
Uniform and equipment
All students should be in full school uniform at the start of the Autumn Term. For a reminder
of our uniform requirements and ordering details, please see our website
www.ashingtonacademy.co.uk/useful-info/uniform.
For our Sixth Form dress code, please see www.ashingtonacademy.co.uk/sixth-form/sixthform-dress-code.
Year 7 will be given their school tie during registration on the first day of term.

Students should bring a bag to school with them each day containing the following:
• Pencil case containing pen, pencil, ruler, rubber (spares are advised as due to health
and safety restrictions we cannot allow students to share or borrow equipment)
• Water bottle containing enough water to last the full school day (water fountains
remain switched off due to health and safety restrictions).
• Packed lunch (unless a school packed lunch is being ordered)
• Outdoor trainers for PE*
• Hand sanitiser (hand sanitising stations will be available in each classroom and in
corridors / communal spaces around school, however we would encourage students
to also have their own sanitiser for personal use).
*Please note that due to the current restrictions, we cannot use the PE changing rooms or
have large groups taking part in indoor PE. We are therefore asking students to bring
outdoor trainers, which they will change into in the classroom for limited outdoor activity. We
therefore do not require students to have PE uniform at the beginning of term. We will review
this situation in line with government guidance and advise parents with appropriate notice
when PE uniform will be required.
Travel to school
The government advises parents that the safest methods of travel to school are walking or
cycling. Car journeys should not be shared between families. Public transport should be
avoided if possible, but if used then we advise that journeys are planned carefully as
restricted timetables remain in place in many cases. Students are reminded that face
coverings must be worn on public transport but removed before entering the school site.
Students travelling on school buses will be expected to adhere to the following guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Students using school buses will only travel on the bus service allocated to them.
If a student fails to produce a valid bus pass for school bus journeys, they will not be
able to travel on the bus.
Students aged 11 and over must wear face coverings when travelling on buses,
including public buses. If they do not have a face covering, they will not be able to
travel.
When boarding the bus, students should fill the seats from the back to the front
When leaving the bus, students should disembark from the front.
Students should use sanitiser when boarding and leaving the bus.
On arrival at school, students should dispose of temporary face coverings in a
covered bin or place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home
with them, and then wash their hands again before heading to their classroom.
For further guidance on face coverings please see
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-clothface-coverings.html
Students need to remain in their seats for the duration of their journey and behave
sensibly.
In accordance with government guidelines relating to transport providers, the bus
company will take responsibility for wiping down seats and railings.

Behaviour
As outlined in this letter, we have a number of new rules and policies in place in school to
keep everyone safe. It is more important than ever that when they return to school in the

Autumn Term, students follow all the rules which are in place, particularly in relation to
hygiene, distancing and movement around school. We will work with students and parents to
make sure our expectations are clearly communicated. An addendum to our behaviour
policy has been shared with all parents and students https://tinyurl.com/y6fa68bo
and we would ask that both students and parents acknowledge that they have read this
policy prior to the start of school in September by completing this short form
https://tinyurl.com/yyrylgrj. New Year 7 students will complete this on their Induction Day
on 2 September.
Attendance
From September 2020, it will once again become the legal duty of parents to ensure their
children attend school regularly and on time. As a school we will work with pupils and their
families to support parents to meet these legal duties and to ensure children can benefit from
attending school regularly. Where you have concerns regarding attendance, we would ask
that you contact school as soon as possible (admin@ashingtonacademy.co.uk) to discuss this
with our Attendance Manager, Mrs Mollon.
Coronavirus symptoms
If your child, or a member of their household, has any of the following symptoms:
• new and persistent cough
• a high temperature (feeling hot to the touch)
• loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell
then the following actions must be taken immediately:
•
•
•
•
•

Do not attend school
Report the reason for absence to school
Self-isolate
Arrange a coronavirus test
Provide school with the results of that test

The flowchart attached provides a useful guide for pupils required to self-isolate if they or a
member of their household has symptoms of or has tested positive for COVID-19.
Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical and/or public
health advice, absence will not be penalised.
Summary
Before the start of term, we ask you to do the following:
ü Check that you and your child know their start and finish time and how they will enter
and exit the school building, as outlined in this letter.
ü Read the full ‘Returning to School’ guide on our website.
ü Read the behaviour policy update (https://tinyurl.com/y6fa68bo) and complete the
form (https://tinyurl.com/yyrylgrj) to acknowledge you have read this.
ü Check that your child has the uniform and equipment they require for the start of term
ü Consider how your child will travel to school and, if using school or public transport,
that they understand the guidance for safe travel.
ü Decide whether your child will bring a packed lunch to school or whether they will
order a school packed lunch each day.

We are really looking forward to welcoming all our students back into school in September.
All plans and procedures will be reviewed during the first term, to ensure that we continue to
keep our school community as safe as possible. I would like to thank you for your ongoing
support in these unprecedented times.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Yvonne Weston
Head of School

Appendix: Flowchart showing actions to be taken if a student or a member of their
household has symptoms of or confirmed Covd-19.

