Dear Parent/Carer
Changes to the Year 8 GCSE Options Process
At Ashington Academy, our ambition is to provide an engaging, world class curriculum that
offers both opportunity and success for all. As you will be aware, the Covid pandemic has
resulted in us having to work very differently in the last year and we have continued to
review and refine our curriculum offer throughout that period.
Like many schools, after careful evaluation of our current curriculum model, and with a focus
on meeting the needs of all learners, we are making a change to the timing of our GCSE
options process. This is an adaptation we are making as part of our Covid 19 recovery
planning and is designed to compensate for missed learning in KS3.
As a result, Year 8 options will be delayed until the spring term of Year 9. We believe this is
a positive change which will benefit our students. Despite the continuation of students’
education through our Virtual School, the impact of extended time away from the classroom
has meant fewer opportunities for students to fully experience a range of subjects, including
hands-on experience in practical areas such as Art, Sport, Technology and Music.
This change will ultimately ensure our students have continued access to the full range of
Key Stage 3 curriculum subjects during Year 9, allowing them to make more informed
decisions when the time comes for them to choose the subjects they wish to study in more
depth.
I realise that you may have further questions, and we would welcome the opportunity to
discuss these with you at our forthcoming Year 8 Parents’ Evening phone calls, which will
take place after Easter from 19th-30th April. In the meantime, I attach a list of frequently
asked questions which you may find useful.
Frequently Asked Questions for Year 8 Parents/Carers 2021
When will my child begin their GCSE studies?
September 2022, at the start of Year 10
Will there be enough time to complete the GCSE course?
Yes, all GCSE courses can be delivered across two academic years (10 & 11)
What is meant by option subjects?
Option subjects are a variety of subjects that your child will be able to select to study for
GCSE. They will select 4 option subjects.
When will my child choose their option subjects?
The options process will begin in Spring 2022, with assemblies and parental evenings
offered to give you and your child all the information necessary.

Will my child be disadvantaged by starting GCSEs in Year 10?
No: our academy has planned the curriculum to be engaging and challenging with regular
assessment.
My child feels ready for GCSE studies now, can they start GCSEs in Year 9?
No, all students will begin GCSE studies in Year 10.
Yours faithfully,

Mrs Y Weston
Head of School

