12 May 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you for your support and encouragement over the last seven weeks as we continue to
work to provide an education for all the children and families we serve. I appreciate this has
been a very worrying and uncertain time for everyone.
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday evening and further government
guidance published yesterday (11 May), it is clear that we are now moving towards a new
phase of our operation, and we will work hard to continue to manage our provision
effectively as some sectors of the economy begin to return to work. The government’s plans
for secondary schools include, from the start of June, to provide some limited face-to-face
contact for Year 10 and Year 12 students who have exams next year, although there is no
guidance yet as to what this will look like. The government is clear that there are currently no
plans to re-open secondary schools to other year groups. The next few weeks are clearly
going to be a period of watching and waiting as the government tries to manage the
reproduction rate of the virus, and so the proposed dates and plans may change again.
In the meantime, the guidance from the government continues to be that every child who
can be safely cared for at home should be. We remain open only for those children
requiring specialist support or whose parents are essential workers who cannot work from
home.
Given this ongoing absence from school, it is critical that all students continue to complete
the remote learning which is set for them by their teachers. All students with internet access
should be checking their school email or Teams every morning by 9:15am and working
through the tasks set. For more guidance, please refer to the Virtual School section of our
website. Alternative work has been set for those students requiring additional support or who
do not have internet access. Students should send evidence of their work to their teachers
so that feedback can be provided. It is also important that your child responds to their tutor’s
registration emails on Monday and Thursday mornings (Monday only for Year 11 and Year
13). This forms part of our updated safeguarding procedures during this time. If your child is
struggling to access or complete their work, please contact school and we will direct you to
the appropriate member of staff who can support.
More details of the government’s plans will be released over the coming days and weeks,
and once we have been able to consider these carefully, we will of course share our plans
with you. Our aim is to continue to plan for the ongoing care and education of your child
whilst maintaining the safety of our entire school community – students, parents and staff.
Yours faithfully
Yvonne Weston
Head of School

