Admissions Policy
2019/2020

The North East Learning Trust is the Admissions Authority of Ashington Academy. All
admissions are determined by the Trust in accordance with criteria outlined below.

The Trust intends to admit up to the Planned Admission Number of 210 in Year Groups 7 –
11.
The admissions policy criteria will be applied on an equal preference basis. When a school
is oversubscribed, after admission of pupils with Statements of Special Educational Needs
where the school is named in the statement, priority for admissions will be given as
follows:
1. Children who are deemed to be ‘looked after’ or who have previously been ‘looked
after’ in the care of a local authority.
A looked after child is a child who is, at the time of making an application to a school,
(a) in the care of the local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a
local authority in the exercise of their social services functions. (see definition in section
22(1) of the Children Act 1989).
2. Pupils attending another school within the former Ashington Partnership:
Bothal Primary School
Central Primary School
Ellington Primary School
Linton Primary School
Pegswood Primary School.
3. Pupils who have a sibling already attending Ashington Academy (Years 7 – 11) or who
will be attending on the expected admission date.
For the purpose of admission, siblings are deemed to be brother and sisters, step
brothers and sisters, adopted brother or sisters and other children who reside
permanently in the household and are treated as siblings. As a tie breaker multiple
births will be treat as one admission.
4. Pupils who reside within the catchment area of the school for which they are applying,
or where firm evidence can be provided that they will do so by the proposed admission
date.

Parents will be asked to provide evidence of residency if the requested school is
oversubscribed. Evidence will comprise of the child’s birth certificate and utility bill
dated within 3 months of application. In the case of a false address being submitted
any offer of school place will be withdrawn. If there are any children with identical dates
of birth the child living nearest to the school will be given preference.
Please note that where a child is resident with parents at more than one address, the
address used for admission purposes shall be the place at which the child spends the

majority of the school week (Monday - Friday) during term time. Where there is a clear
50/50 split parents should decide.
5. Children of staff at the Academy
Priority will be given to children of staff in the following circumstances:
a) where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at
the time at which the application for admission to the school is made, or
b) the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable
skill shortage.
6. Children of UK Service Personnel
For families of service personnel with a confirmed posting to the Ashington
Partnership’s catchment area, or crown servants returning from overseas to live in
Ashington Partnership’s catchment area, we will allocate a place in advance of the
family arriving in the area provided the application is accompanied by an official letter
that declares a relocation date and a Unit postal address or quartering area address.
7. Children eligible for Pupil Premium or Service Premium
8. Pupils with exceptional medical or social needs supported by evidence that specifies
the school applied for.
Evidence must be a written statement by a professionally involved third party such as a
Doctor or Social Worker. This written statement must be submitted at the time of
application and will be treated confidentially.
9. Applications from children who meet none of the criteria above.

The Trust welcomes applications from all pupils and we are obliged to admit all pupils
provided our PANs are not exceeded. However, where there are places available for some
but not all applications, the following ‘tie breaker’ will be applied:
Distance from the front door of the child’s home to main gate of the school will be the
deciding factor with preference being given to those whose home address is nearest to
the school as measured in a straight line (‘as the crow flies’). The distance checker is
contained within the EMS school admissions software using GIS data. Distance checking is
an integral function within the school admissions software ensuring consistency in
measurement. Catchment areas for the schools may be viewed at
http://map.northumberland.gov.uk/schools/
Children with disabilities will be treated no less favourably than other applicants for
admission. Schools are under a duty to make reasonable adjustments to ensure that pupils
with disabilities are not placed at a substantial disadvantage, and no child will be refused a

place on the grounds of disability. A pupil has a disability if he or she has a physical or
mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability
to carry out normal day-to-day activities.
Waiting lists/appeals
The academy will maintain the waiting list. Positions on the waiting list will be determined
solely in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. Where places become vacant they
will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription
criteria.
Unsuccessful applicants may also contact Mrs J Barker, Governance Manager,North East
Learning Trust by telephone 0191 5270757 Extension 202 or email
joanne.barker@nelt.co.uk to be advised of their right to an Independent Appeal Panel
and/or request to be included on the waiting list.
Late applications
Applications received after the closing date of 31 October 2018 and before 8 January
2019, will be considered, and as far as possible, will be offered a school place on 1 March
2019.
Further Guidance
The School Admissions Appeals Code can be found on the DfE website at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code

