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Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!
Welcome to our winter
newsletter. In this first
edition, we will share just
some of the many exciting
things that have taken
place this term and provide
you with some useful dates
for the diary.
This term we have welcomed
new students and staff, and
our Year 11 students have
completed their mock exams.
We are very excited to report
that UCAS offers are now
flooding in to our Year 13s
from a range of Russell Group
universities across a wide variety
of subjects including: history,
civil engineering, drama, theatre
studies, sports studies, teaching
and psychology.
We launched our 13 days of
Christmas celebrations earlier in
December with both staff and
students taking part in a range
of festive activities in the run up
to Christmas. These included

a Christmas door decoration
challenge and local foodbank
collections. We also enjoyed a
delicious Christmas lunch and will
be celebrating the last day of term
wearing our Christmas jumpers.
This term students have also
taken part in a huge range
of sporting activities, extracurricular events and visits. It
has been our pleasure to see
how enthusiastically they have
participated and how proudly
they have represented the
school.
Finally, I would like to thank
parents and carers for your
support this term. I look forward
with great excitement to seeing
our students go from strength to
strength in the new year.
Wishing you each a lovely
Christmas and a very happy
2020!

Yvonne Weston
Head of School

Big improvements
in both GCSE
and A level exam
results!
Since joining the North East
Learning Trust, everybody has
been working incredibly hard to
raise standards and make rapid
improvements and we’re thrilled
to say that this hard work is paying
off! We are incredibly proud to say
that in 2019, students in both Year
11 and Year 13 celebrated much
improved results in their GCSEs
and their A levels.
At NE6, our Academy’s sixth form,
students achieved a strong set
of results where we saw a 9%
increase in students achieving
three A*-B grades.
Continued inside...

Exam results cont...
Students’ hard work and dedication has certainly
paid off with many of our students securing
places at top universities, including two students
who are now studying at Oxbridge.
Students also celebrated great GCSE success,
marking big improvements for our school.
Students' results met and exceeded national
standards in many areas with 63% achieving
the benchmark qualification of English and
maths at Grade 4 or higher. A closer look at the
figures reveals that 74% of students achieved
this benchmark in English and 72% in maths.
Furthermore, 17% of results overall were
awarded at the very highest Grades 9-7.
We loved welcoming our students back this term
to collect their examination certificates and to
catch up with peers and teachers over a mince
pie! We continue to wish all of our students the
very best of luck in their next steps.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
06 Jan Back to school
22 Jan Year 12 parents’ evening
05 Feb Year 13 parents’ evening
14 Feb Break up for half term
24 Feb Back to school
04 Mar Year 8 parents’ evening
18 Mar Year 8 options evening
25 Mar Year 11 revision evening

To keep up to date with all
news and events please visit:
www.ashingtonacademy.co.uk

Hannah’s new chapter

Year 10 CV writing
All of our Year 10 students have made
a head start in preparation for their
work experience in the summer by
attending CV writing workshops with
Merit Holdings, a nationwide business.
We’re confident that our students’ CVs will
support them in attaining some really interesting
and exciting work placements next year!

Year 10 student, Hannah, has had a
fantastic year horse riding, travelling
up and down the UK with her team to
compete against other pony clubs.
Hannah also attended trials for the England
Royal Windsor team and competed at Bramham
International trials and World pairs.
Unfortunately, now she is 15 years old, Hannah
will be leaving the club after making great
friends and memories during her time there.
Despite this, Hannah's journey is not over as
she will continue to compete with the Mounted
Games Association of Great Britain. We wish her
the best of luck in her new chapter!

Amy Louise lights
up Ashington

Are you on the nice list?

Congratulations to Year 7 student,
Amy Louise Collie, who won the
Ashington Town Council Christmas
Light Competition.
Our Year 7 students were asked to draw a
Christmas memory on paper to be judged by
Ashington Town Hall councillors.
Amy’s design was based on her memory of a
robin sitting on a snowy branch at Christmas,
which was made into a large Christmas light to
spread Christmas cheer along Ashington High
Street during the chilly winter months.
The winning design was unveiled by Amy’s sister
Samantha during a presentation in school with
the Ashington town councillors.

It’s very easy to get wrapped up in
presents, parties and pantomimes at
Christmas time and we are all guilty of
this but, for some people, Christmas is
tough and it may help if they receive a
little dose of unexpected kindness.
Here are some of the ways that you can be kind
this Christmas. We guarantee that you will be on
the nice list after this…
1.

Donate clothes to charity or food to the
foodbank.

2.

Smile and thank anybody who serves you.

3.

Hide a cheerful note for somebody to find.

4.

Offer to help somebody.

5.

Lend a friend your favourite book or film.

6. Pick up litter and put it in the bin.
7.

Talk to somebody who is sitting alone.

8. Let someone in front of you in a line.
9. Send a nice text to five different people.
10. Practise self-kindness and spend 30
minutes doing something you love.

New photography course
We're on Twitter
and Facebook!
@ashingtonacad

@ashingtonacademy

Earlier this year, we launched a brand
new GCSE photography course with
Year 9 students using our state-of-theart, purpose-built facilities including a
traditional dark room.
Students have demonstrated a huge
amount of potential, passion and
enthusiasm for the course in their first
term, producing some fantastic work.
We cannot wait to see their continued
successes as the year progresses!

Harry’s fight against
plastic pollution
Congratulations to Year 11 student,
Harry Watson, who was recently
nominated for an award at the Surfers
Against Sewage Plastic Free Awards.
Harry was invited to Bristol for the awards after
being recognised for his efforts in helping to
reduce plastic pollution in the oceans.
Harry was also lucky enough to be invited to the
headquarters of PADI, where he was able to see
what they are doing to conserve marine life.

Careers Roadshow
Northumberland College joined us at the
Academy in November to run a Careers
Roadshow for our Year 7 and 8 students.
Students were given an insight into future career
opportunities, specifically in the North East of
England in 2024, before taking the opportunity to
experience a wide range of different courses on
offer from animal management, sport, childcare,
travel and tourism and robotics.

Panto stars!
Three talented students are currently
appearing in pantomime performances
at major regional venues!
Both Georgia Hunter, Year 8, and Meaghan
Toole, Year 11, are performing in ‘Aladdin’ at
the Tyne Theatre in Newcastle with Cerys Ford,
Year 11, starring in ‘Cinderella’ at the Gateshead
International Stadium.
It will be Georgia's sixth year performing in a
Christmas pantomime and Cerys and Meaghan's
eighth year.
All three girls regularly train, compete and perform
to help build a career in dance. They have all been
working hard in the lead up to the shows and we
wish them the best of luck.

Solar system fun
Ashington Academy recently hosted two
astronomers from Kielder Observatory
who brought an inflatable planetarium
and some very rare space artefacts with
them for students to see.
All Year 7 and Year 8 students, as well as some
Year 11s, visited the planetarium to take a trip
across the solar system and to stargaze, learning
about the constellations we can see in the night
sky of the North East at this time of year.

New photography course

Students also participated in a workshop about
meteorites where they were able to look at and
handle small pieces of Mars, Vesta, asteroids and
the moon!
Two local primary schools also attended to spend
time in the planetarium and have a workshop
called Space Rocks.

